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diligent that ye may be found of him in peace without spot
and blameless.” (2 Pet. iii. 14.) Mark that he says not,
that he shall wash you when he comes, but you shall be
found of him so cleansed. Let us, dearly beloved, give dili-
gence to this subject and see that our robe is spotless,
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remembering always that “without holiness (purity—separa-
tion) no man shall see the Lord.” Those whose robes need
washing must do it for themselves, either now or during the
time of trouble. (Rev. vii. 14.)

OUR TRIP

Friends at Dansville, N. Y., may expect us Thursday even-
ing, Nov. 4th; at Honeoye, N. Y., Sunday, Nov. 7th; and at
Brockport, N. Y., Nov. 1lth.

The following persons have full charge of all arrange-
ments. They are expected, under the Lord’s direction, to
make the best arrangements possible or consistent.

Brother B. W, Keith.................... Dansville, N. Y,

Brother Ira Allen.............. ......... Honeoye, N. Y.

Sister J. G. Heath..................... Brockport, N. Y.

NORTHWARD

Any friends in the vicinity of these places who desire to
attend the meetings, are cordially invited to do so. Some
arrangements for your entertainment will be made.

We have read letters, etc., from parties in the East—
New Jersey, Delaware, etc.—who supposed our journey would
bring us near them; but it does not. To such we would say
that we hope to have an Eastern trip about January, 1881.
Would like to go sooner, but expect to see some of the dear
ones West in December. C. T. RusseLr, Editor.

WHAT

Several have written to us that they have carefully read
article in September number, 1880, on “Importance of Bap-
tism,” and would like to fulfill the outward sign of the death
of the fleshly nature, as symbolized by immersion into water,
but are at a loss how to accomplish it.

We would suggest that if you live mnear any of those
whose names appear in first column of our paper, write them;

TO DO

if not, if there are several of you, baptize one another; or if
you live near any of the officiating brethren of the Christian
Disciple Church, they would doubtless serve you. (Ministers
of the “Baptist Church” are not permitted by their creed to
baptize any except those who join their church.) We only
throw out these suggestions. If you earnestly desire it, you
will find that God has some open door for you.

Vou, 11
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THE RESTORED DOMINION

When God created man, he endowed him with qualities of
being like his own. Qualities of justice and judgment fitted
him to be a ruler; qualities of mercy and love prepared him to
be a 1easonable, kind and wise ruler. Such is a brief descrip-
tion of earth's first king—Adam. An image of his creator,
(not physically, but mentally and morally,) he is to be in-
vested with authority over earth and its affairs, like as God is
ruler over all, as we read: “In our likeness let him have domin-
ion over the beast of the field, the fowl of heaven and the fish
of the sea.” [Gen. i. 26]. Thus was he installed lord of earth.
He was but another form of creation, a step lower than angels,
as lower and under him, came the brute creation; accordingly
we read: “Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou madest him
to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put
all things under his feet.” [Psa. viii. 5-6]

All of this glory, honor, and rulership was invested in him,
to be used in harmony with his nature, which being perfect, was
at perfect harmony with the will of God.

As God had foreseen, and arranged for, man disobeys his
superior ruler the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. This
cannot be allowed to go unpunished. He had been informed
from the first that disobedience to God would be sin, and that
its legitimate punishment and effect is death. While man al-
ways was mortal, and therefore liable to disease and death,
yet the loving Creator had made every provision necessary to
his welfare, in the garden prepared for his trial. And not
only had He arranged that the soul (person) that sinned should
dwe, but also that if obedient the person should continue to
live, The means for life’s continuance was in “every tree of
the garden.” i, e., the food provided for man’s sustenance was
amply sufficient to meet all the wastes of his system, and would
have preserved the freshness and vigor of his perfect being
forever. This would be everlasting life.

When man became a sinner the penalty “death” must be
executed. Tt mattered not so far as the penalty was concerned,
whether Adam should die the same moment that he disobeyed,
or the same year, or a thousand years after. He must die.
The word “day” used in conneetion with the penalty, is the
general term used now as well as in past times, for a period or
epoch of time, as: “The day of temptation in the wilderness
—forty years;” the days of creation, etc. The marginal read-
ing clears up the meaning: “In the day that thou eatest
thereof, dying, thou shalt die.” [Gen. ii. 17]. This was ful-
filled not by God’s striking Adam dead with a thunderbolt
but simply by cutting off his access to the life-giving food
supplied by the trees of the prepared garden. Accordingly an
angel drove Adam from the garden and prevented with flaming
sword, his access thereafter to the tree (trees or woods) of
life. (Gen. iii. 24).
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Thus was the lord of creation driven out into the world
which God, foreknowing his fall, had left mn an unprepared or
“ecursed” condition. The garden which we are told was “pre-
parcd”’ was doubtless an illustration of what the whole earth
will be when man and his perfeet conditions are restored—
in “The times of restitution of all things which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets.”

Thus thrown upon his own resources for obtaining by sweat
of face, elements to sustain life, Adam found it a hard lot,
and by its effects was enabled to know what evil is, and the
exceeding bitterness of sin. And oft,no doubt, he desired, per-
haps prayed, that he might he permitted again to dwell in
Eden, and promised that with his present knowledge of sin and
evil he would more highly prize the good things there enjoyed
and more fervently love and obey Him ‘“from whom cometh
every good and perfect gift.”” But though God’s plan was no
less loving than this, it was broader, wiser and more compre-
hensive. God’s plan being to let, not only Adam, but also the
entire race, learn just this same lesson of the bitterness of sin
and disobedience which each must individually learn to fully
appreciate. Then bringing all back to the Eden condition, sin
might be forever banished, and the entire race live in harmony
with God.

Toil and care told in time upon even the perfect phusical
form of a perfect man, resulting finally in his complete over-
throw and wresting from his grasp the last shred or spaik of
life. He is dead. After nine hundred and thirty years of
struggle with his foe—death—he is conquered. The penalty of
sin was inflicted and continues, to this moment, since he still is
one of the prisoners in the great charnel house of death, which
has since swallowed up the race, and will hold them all until the
second Adam, who ransomed the race, and who declares “I
have the keys of hell and death” [hades—the grave] (Rev. i.
18) shall take his great power and reign, releasing “the pris-
oners of the pit” [gravel. “the captives” of sin and death.

But not only did the casting out from the life-producing
fruits of the garden tend to the impairing of Adam’s phusical
powers, but of his mental qualities also. It was not possible
that he should retain perfect mental vigor, when he became
physically impaired, thought being the product of the mental
oraanism made active by the phusical vitality. An injury to
either one or both of these producing qualities would of neces-
sity impair their product.

We see then that Adam’s mental powers decreased with his
physical deterioration and we claim that the moial quahities of
his mind suffered the most. While the energy of body and mind
were taxed to their utmost to take care of self, it is but 1eason-
able to suppose that the quality of benevolence (love) which,
being in God’s image, must have been one of the ruling char-
acteristies of his being, would e crowded out. and the quality
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of acquisitiveness (selfishness) and combativeness developed
instead. This same idea followed out would show us that all
the higher, grander, nobler qualities were suffered measurably
to decline, while all of the lower ones (common to the lower
animals) were the more developed.

As man lost the grandeur of his being, and its powers
decreased, his rulership over the lower creation, as well as over
self gave way, until today we find him afraid of all wild beasts,
and that they no longer recognize the rulership of their fallen
lord. And the influence once exercised by our father Adam is
barely discernible in the occasional man who can master and
tame (partially) the ferocious beasts. Here we have a brief
glance at the first dynasty of earth and its overthrow. Now we
pass onward to the second ruler. That we may more clearly
recognize who this is, let us notice what power conquered the
first ruler. Surely it was peEaTH. “By sin came death.” In
the expressive langnage of Paul,

‘“DEATH REIGNED’’
King of Terrors under “him that has the power of death, that
is, the devil”—*“the prince of this world.” All bow before him;
all are under his control. From the cradle to the tomb, every
ache and pain attests his power over us, and the same agency
which first placed us under his rule (sin) conspires yet, to more
quickly destroy the race. His rule or reign must continue so
long as there is sin to be punished, or until the entire race is
reduced to the condition of lifelessness, unless some power
arise and redeem the race from his control.

Such a ransom and deliverance was a part of God’s plan
from the first; and we read “for this purpose Christ was man-
1fested, that He might destroy the works of the devil’”’—sin and
death. 1 John iii. 8. And not only so, but also “him that hath
the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. ii. 14), and thus
release from his grasp all of the race. But as Satan and death
are acting in harmony with a law of the universe, viz.: that
no sinner shall be permitted to live, and that every creature
shall be perfect in its own plane of existence, the one who
would deliver the race from his authority must satisfy these
claims of the law of the universe. This the fallen race could
not do for themselves, as God had from the first foreknown
and arranged for in His plan. Carrying out this plan He had
already condemned the entire race on account of one man’s
disobedience, His purpose from the first being that He would
provide another man who, being without sin, should give him-
self “a ransom for all” the race. That “as by one man’s dis-
obedience [the] many [all] were made sinners, so by the obedi-
ence of one shall [the] many [all] be made righteous” (justi-
fied from sin and (death). Rom. v. 19.

But who is the one righteous, pure, holy, sinless, one? How
could there be such an one among a race all of whom were
condemned. ‘“There is none righteous, no not one,” the secrip-
tures answer. But when mankind had learned effectually his
own weakness and inability to deliver himself from death, his
extremity became God’s opportunity, and God’s eye pitied, and
His arm brought salvation.” The very chief of God’s creation
higher than angels and archangels [Heb. i. 5-8], He who is
called “the beginning of the creation of God” [Rev. iii. 14] is
selected as the one who shall undergo the labors of redeeming
humanity. We are not to suppose this was an irksome or un-
willing work, for we cannot suppose a being in perfect har-
mony with Jehovah who would not take delight in doing His
will. Nor would obedience be the only motive which would
actuate, partaking as all perfect beings on whatever plane they
exist must, of the divine quality—Ilove—he would love to do the
work for the sake of its benefits to mankind, releasing them
from death. This no doubt was a part of “the joy set before
him,” for which he “endured the cross despising the shame.”
Heb. xii. 2.

Aside from this joy at the opportunity to release the human
race from death, was that of “bringing many sons to glory,”
i. e., a part of the race “a little flock.” “To these gave he
power to become sons of God.” “For, as many as are led by
the spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” These, according
to God’s plan, may, by intimate association with him be
reckoned as the bride of Christ and as such enter the heavenly
family. To these sons this mighty one would be a leader or
“captain of their salvation.” And yet another (though per-
haps in his estimation less important) part of this

‘“JOY SET BEFORE HIM,'’

was that He himself should, because of his obedience, labor, sac-
rifice, ete., be accounted worthy of still higher honor than he
had ever yet possessed, as we read: “He became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore, God also hath
highly exalted him and given him a name which is above every
name.” (Phil. ii. 8-9). “That all men should honor the Son
even as they honor the Father. (John v. 23).
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But how shall this redemptive work be accomplished? We
have seen that God’s plan was that, since by man came death,
by man should also come the resurrection of the dead. (1 Cor.
xv. 21). Then to redeem man, this mighty one must become
a man in every particular. He must partake of “flesh and
blood,” (Heb. ii. 14), and consequently must have all the
qualities of the fleshly race, not the sinful and depraved
qualities with which we now are burdened, but he must
te a perfect man standing exactly where Adam stood, ex-
cept that he would know that sin had brought the wretch-
edness and death which he saw everywhere about him, and
also for what purpose he had come. He took not the nature
and form of angels, for that would not have answered, but he
took the nature and form of man.

All things are now ready. “In the fullness of time, God
sent forth his Son, born of a virgin,” “born not of the will of
the flesh but of the will of God”—in a word as much of a
specially creative act on God’s part as was the creation of
Adam; the difference being that the one could say, “The earth
is my mother,” the other was “born of a woman.” Had he in
any way been a descendant of Adam he would have been
under the curse of death, as are all other members of that
1ace. He would have been as unable to keep the law as other
men in whom sinful dispositions and depraved human nature
are born. But while of the same (human) nature he is a new
being, distinct from the race. He is born, grows in wisdom
and in stature but manifests powers beyond others because
he is perfect, they imperfect. Now he has reached maturity
(according to the law) at thirty years of age. He knows as
no one else does the great work for which during those thirty
yvears he had been coming—a body preparing—it was ‘“for
the suffering of death” —that he “should taste death for every
man”—“that through death he might destroy death,” and lib-
erate a dead race—*‘in due time.” Now he is come the second
perfect sinless man, and offers this perfect life as a ransom
for the race. “Lo, I come, (as) in the volume of the book it
is written of me, to do thy will, O God.” (Heb. x. 5). This
was his covenant, fo die, as he afterward expressed it, say-
ing: ‘“For this cause came I into the world.” And here In
type he was buried in the water and rose again, thus making
the picture of that which he covenanted to do.

Now as the perfect one he has done all that he can do,
given himself up to die as the Father may will, but though
the death has not actually occurred (at baptism) it is so
reckoned, (as with us when we covenant,) and the new nature’s
powers and will, which he is to be when the work of death
is complete; (“raised a spiritual body,”) these powers and
qualities were given him as soon as the human—earthly—
body was consecrated. This was at his baptism when the
spirit descended and a voice from heaven acknowledged His
begetting again to the spiritual plane and to the Divine nature.
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” [Matt.
iii. 17.] Henceforth the life of Jesus is that of a dual being,
the outward form being the man Christ Jesus, whose life and
being were daily spent for the good of others—a body already
given up to death.

The new being within—the Divine nature—was the spirit
power of God. And in this he is the pattern and leader of “all
who come unto God by Him,” “who become partakers of the
Divine nature”—the “little flock” ecalled His bride—His body.
We must surrender ourselves to God—be baptized into His
death—in order to be begotten of the spirit and receive the
earnest of our new spiritual being, the fullness of which will
be received when we are completely delivered from this fleshly
condition to our spiritual bodies.

Thenceforth he “did not his own human will” but was “led
of the Spirit,” and the actions now were of God, as Jesus testi-
fied: “The word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s,
which sent me.” [John xiv. 24 and xvii. 8.1 “Of mine own
self T can do nothing, the Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth
the works.” [John xiv. 10.] Tf we as our head ‘“are led by
the spirit of God”—even unto death—we also become “the
sons of God,” [Rom. viii. 14,] who will also “work in us to will
and to do of His good pleasure.” Phil. ii. 13.

And we who are now “new creatures in Christ Jesus”
should take courage from the life of our beloved master; as
Paul says:

‘‘OONSIDER HIM

who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself,
lest ye be weary and faint in your minds.” If you sometimes
find it bard to endure the frowns of the world and to be
thought of and treated as a deceiver by your friends, think
of Him weeping in Gethsemane, condemned before Pilate,
crucified as a malefactor, forsaken and denied by His loved
ones, “yet He opened not His mouth.” And if your human
nature sometimes shrinks, although reckoned dead, think again

[164]



DECEMBER, 1880

of Him. Remember that He was tempted in all points like as
we are, (yet without sin,) and can and does. sympathize with
us, and though you may sometimes ery out, as He did, “Father,
if it be possible, let this cup [the ignominy] pass from me,”
forget not to add, as He did, “yet not my wnll but thine be
done.,” The human will of Jesus though given up at comsecra-
tion—baptism—sometimes rose up so that He needed the
heavenly “grace to help in time of need” to keep the human
utll perfectly obedient to the will of the new being—the
divine,

This dying process continued during the three and one-
half years of His ministry, from the moment of His consecra-
tion and acceptance at baptism, until on the eross He cried:
“It is finished.” But what was finished there—the work of
atonement? No, the work of atonement signifies the making
at one of two parties. In this case God was one and humanity
the other party. Man’s sin had brought upon him God’s curse,
death, instead of His blessing; and by its degrading in-
fluence (as we have seen) it had so marred the mental and
moral likeness of man to his maker, that he no longer took
“delight in the law of God,” but in sin, and it will be readily
seen by all that there was much work necessary to bring about
full reconciliation between God and man. First—Justice must
ke met, a ransom must be given for the sinner, else God eould
never, to all eternity, recognize him as having a right to live.
Secondly—Man must be brought to his original condition of
perfection—in God’s image—before he can be of himself per-
fectly in harmony with God’s perfect will and law. Now,
while this work, as a whole, was Jehovah’s plan from “before
the creation of the world,” its accomplishment only began with
Jesus, and will not he completed until the end of the mil-
lennial reign, when Jesus shall deliver up all things to the
Father, having put down [destroyed] all opposition to God’s
laws [sin.] 1 Cor. 15.

When Jesus cried “It is finished,” he referred only to the
first mentioned part of this work of atonement, viz.: The
giving of the ransom; this was now complete; the penalty of
Adam’s sin was now met; for “Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the seripture”—“gave himself a ransom for all to be
testified in due time.” “Who is a propitiation [satisfaction]
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.” 1 John ii. 2.

Having thus “purchased us from death with his own pre-
cious blood,” all the race belong to him. A race of sinners
they were having no right to life; a race of ransomed beings
they are against whom justice has no claim, and who may be
restored to perfect life at the pleasure or will of Jesus their
redeemer, who proclaimed, that in due time “all that are in
their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man and come
forth.” And again: “I am he that liveth and was dead and
behold T am alive forevermore, and have the keys of hell
[ hades—the grave] and of death.” (Rev. i. 18.) Yes, says
Paul: “For this purpose Christ was manifested, [in the flesh]
that he might destroy death, and him that has the power of
death, that is the devil.”

But while we are thus informed of the plan of God to
destroy “death”, yet nearly two thousand years have passed
since the ransom was paid and still death reigns. Why does
not the purchaser take possession of “the purchased pos-
session?” Ah, he has a grand plan with regard to some of
the race he has purchased—He will by trial of faith and
patience develop and separate from the world “a little flock”
whom he will associate with Himself as His bride. They will
be a peculiar people, zealous of good works, and full of faith,
who walk in his footsteps of self-sacrifice and entire giving up
of their human nature—will and body—receiving instead the
Divine nature—will and body.

When the church—hbody—of Christ is made perfect
through sufferings and trials, and united with Him [which
event we believe to be so close at hand,] then the great work
and reign of earth’s mew monarch—the second Adam—begins.
Though possessing the power over evil ever since He rose
from the grave its wvictor, yet he has not exercised that power
up to the present time because evil is necessary to the devel-
opment of his body. But when we are complete he shall take
to himself his great power and reign. (Rev. xi. 17.) This
statement is applied as having its fulfillment at the end of the
gospel age during the sounding of the seventh (symbolic)
trumpet.

Now let us inquire, How long will Christ reign—or exercise
authority and rule? Answer. “He shall reign forever and
ever,” (Rev. xi. 15,) that is, being associated with the
Father, Christ (and we in him) shall always belong to the
reigning and ruling power—Jesus at the Father’s right hand
(next in authority) and we at his right hand, consequently
“above all principalities and powers.” But in the especial
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sense of ruling over and subduing earth, the reign is limited
to the period of time necessary to the restoring of all earth’s
people and affairs to a condition of at-one-ment or harmony
with God, the Father. As Paul expresses 1t: “He must reign
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.” For “He (the Father)
hath put all things under his (Christ’s) feet,” but it is
evident that the Father did not put himself under the control
of Christ. *““And when all things shall be subdued unto him,
then shall the Son also, himself, be subject unto Him [the
I"ather] that put all things under him, that God may be all
in all,” [or above all.] 1 Cor. xv. 25:28.

Man having been restored to his original dominion every
brute creature will recognize him as its Lord, and every
human bLeing will recognize “Christ as Lord to the glory of
God the Father,” (Phil. ii. 11,) And thus will be completed
the great work planned before our creation, commenced at
the baptism of Jesus and ending with the close of the mil-
lennial reign, (Rev. xx. 6,) viz.: At-one-ment.

Then ‘“the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the whole
earth,” and His “will be done on earth as in heaven.”

That this is God’s plan, is implied in the term “Restitu-
tion,” and is the legitimate conclusion to be drawn from
Paul’s argument, Hebrews ii. 6-9. He starts out with the
original plan of God in ereating man perfect— Thou madest
him a little lower than the angels; thou crownest him with
glory and honor and didst set him over the works of Thy
hands. Thou hast put all [earthly] things in subjection under
his feet.” But as we have seen, sin has marred all this glory
and honor, and has degraded us far below angels; taking the
dominion out of our hand and permitting “Death to reign,”
and if we look about us we will say with Paul that it seems
as though God’s plan was a failure, for though six thousand
years have passed, “We see mnot yet all things put under
him” [man]. But is there any hopeful sign to indicate that
man may yet be restored to this honor and glory, and set
over the earthly works of God’s hand? Yes, we have the
assurance that all God’s purposes shall be accomplished, [Isa.
xiv. 24,] and that a ‘“seed of the woman” shall yet destroy
the serpent—evil—and “bless all the families of the earth.”
And though this work is not yet accomplished yet we see a
beginning of it. As Paul says, “We see Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels,” [the condition of a perfect
man,] for the suffering of death ... that “He, by the grace
of God, should taste death for every man.” Thus far had the
plan progressed in Paul’s day, and if he were living now, he
would doubtless add, as we can, that the church, as his body,
is about complete; that the gospel age of suffering with
Him and “filling up the measure of the afflictions of Christ
which are behind” is ending and the millennial age in which
we shall “live and reign with Christ a thousand years” is
dawning,

As those who expect to be of the bride—the body—of
Christ and be glorified together with Him, we rejoice to think
that the time is so near at hand when we shall be changed,
leaving forever the human form and nature, and being made
“like unto Christ’s glorious body.” But one thing which adds
much to our interest and rejoicing is the thought of the ne-
cessity of our development and change, as the body of the
great deliverer, before the present ruler of earth—death—
can te destroyed and the race liberated and brought to the
liberty of the sons of God, as Adam and angels—free from
the bondage of corruption—death. For we know that “they
without us shall not be made perfect.” We must be perfected
on the spiritual plane as divine beings before they can be per-
fected on the earthly plane as human beings.

Seeing then what high honors and glory await us, and the
blessings awaiting the world through us, can any one wonde
that we long for the happy moment of change? Surely not,
and not only we, but the world, also, are waiting and hoping
[though ignorantly] for a good time coming, for “The whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now
waiting for the manifestation of [the Church] the sons of
God.” (Rom. viii. 22, 19.)—the sun of righteousness which
“arises with healing in his wings” to heal, and perfect, and
restore all things to the perfect will of God.

Thus earth will have had, when man is restored, the fol-
lowing great

OVERRULING POWERS:

First—Man under God. Second—Decath and evil under
Satan. Third—Righteonsness under Christ. Fourth—The first
restored, i. ¢.,, man under God.

In the second and third of these dynasties, viz.: The
reigns of Satan and of Christ, the active rulers are invisible
to humanity and their powers only recognizable by the effects
and results. The devil is called “‘the prince [ruler] of this
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world,”—"him that has the power of death, that is, the
devil.” The effects of his reign and rule have been, as we
have seen, to degrade man in every way. How wonderfully
suecessful he has been is evident as we look about us. Sin,
misery and death are on every hand, and yet Satan, the ruler,
15 invisible, seen only through his agents, and he has plenty
of them, for “his servants ye are to whom you render service.”
We claim, then, that all persons or institutions or govern-
ments who aid in the work of death and degradation and
opposition of right and truth, are Satan’s agents.

God classes all present governments of earth as Satan’s.
“The prince—ruler—of this world” would not permit any
government which would not act in harmony with him, as long
as he has the control, which will be until the end of this age,
when the Redeemer takes his great power and reigns. Satan has
ruled among the nations for ages, except the omne nation,
Israel, of which God says, “You only have I known of all
the [nations] families of the earth.” (We have seen that
they were used thus as a type of the higher spiritual Israel,
the church, which was to be wn the world, but not of it.) The
time came, however, that God gave over even this nation as
the others when they went into captivity to Babylon, and
God’s prophet said of the last reigning prince, “Take off the
diadem, remove the crown; this shall not [continue to] be the
same, I will overturn, overturn. overturn it [the Kingdom]
until He come whose right it is, and I will give it unto Him”
[The Christ]. Ezek. xxi. 27.

At the same time, God indicated that the government of
earth was given over to depravity’s rule, and pictures it to
Nebuchadnezzar as

A GREAT IMAGE

illustrative of human power, divided into four parts, Nebu-
chadnezzar’s government representing the head; the succeed-
ing Medo-Persian government represented by the beast and
arms; and the belly and thighs representing the third or
Grecian government; while the fourth and last part, the legs
and feet represent the last phase of earthly government, the
Roman Empire, which, in a divided form, still continues, and
is to be followed by Messtal’s Kingdom—the kingdom of
heaven, which “shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms [not people], and it shall stand forever.” Danl. ii. 44.

Thus, as a glorious image, did these earthly kingdoms
appear to the natural man; and as glorious they still are
regarded by the world. Extolled in prose and verse, through
all generations, are their deeds of blood and violence, which
shock the feelings of all possessed of the spirit of love.
Their history is one successive record of crime and death,
each of their heroes claiming higher honor than his predeces-
sor because he had butchered greater numbers of his fellow-
beings, and made more widows and orphans and more misery.
No wonder that when God pictured the same four earthly
governments to the holy prophet Daniel, he gave it as a
beastly picture. (Dan. vii.) They are indeed beastly gov-
ernments. How perfectly they represent, in their evil and
death-dealing power, their master, the devil. The picture, or
likeness of the fourth (Roman power) to Satan is so strong
that Jesus, when presenting it in symbol in Revelation, al-
most invariably calls it “the dragon,” “that old serpent,
which is the devil and Satan,” &ec., thus using the names of
its prince as a name for the kingdom.

While God thus permits evil to triumph now, seemingly
without restraint, and uses it as an agency for punishing sin,
yet it is under an over-ruling guidance by which God “causes
the wrath of man to praise Him, and the remainder He will
restrain.”

The inventions and arts of the last three centuries (ma-
chinery, printing, application of steam, electricity, &ec.) have
come about gradually, but we believe are none the less of
God, and agencies now in preparation for the blessing of
humanity during the coming reign of righteousness. These
scientific attainments, which will so fully bless in the future,
are even now exercising a powerful effect upon humanity,
enlightening the understanding, and, by increasing the de-
pendency of one upon another, it naturally tends to promote
sympathv. affection and fraternity.

But all of these blessings, while they serve to lift mankind
in a measure out of evil, are only temporary helps. Satan is
still equal to the oceasion, and though he could not now in-
duee millions of men to follow for years a leader for his
glory’s sake, he can foment angry strife between nations upon
pretexts of honor, etc., and though men do not now fight as
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incessantly as of old, yet the “arts of war” more than keep
pace with those of peace, so that to-day the standing armies
of earth are far larger and far better prepared for mutual
destruction than ever before.

The progiess of science and art fails to bring now the
blessings which will result in the future, because avarice
(selfishness) has crowded out love and benevolence. Capital
and power combine to oppress the poor, and they in turn
despise and envy the rich,

Nor can we wonder if the masses of mankind notice this
condition of affairs; and that as knowledge increases among
them they should seek to band themselves together for self-
protection, especially if they see, as in Europe, kings, em-
perors, nobles and landlords rolling in wealth and luxury,
while some of them barely eke out an existence on the com-
monest necessaries of life, without luxury or comfort. All
that they can earn more than will purchase meal, potatoes
and salt, with coarse fabric for clothing, is required as tax to
support these corrupt governments, which, like great bouls,
absorb the strength and vitality of humanity. So we see that
Satan is still ruling over earth. Evil may change tactics
according to the necessities of the hour, but it is evil still.

God’s word informs us that, by the gemeral uprising of
humanity and overthrow of governments, the new age will
be introduced. In the coming struggle the two spiritual
powers, Christ and his saints, and Satan and his angels, will
each have earthly armies whose causes they will support and
advance. Satan’s host will be the kings, chief captains, rich
men and mighty men, [Rev. xix. 19,] while Christ will espouse
and bring to victory the cause of the oppressed, who, inspired
by justice and right, will be used to some extent as agents to
their own liberation from the thraldom of evil and oppression.

How we see the preparation for this time of trouble in
the world, going on all around us, and how unconsciously
each one takes his place to play his part in the closing act of
the reign of sin and death. In this country less oppressed
and in every way more blessed than others,

CAPITAL AND LABOR

are arraying themselves against each other as if agamnst
enemies. Labor fearing that capital will grind the life out
of it unless it orgamizes and protects itselt; capital fearful
of losing the upper hand of labor. Look abroad and see the
Nihilists of Russia, the Land Leaguers and Iiterals of
Great Britain and Ireland, and the Socialists and Communists
of Austria, Germany and France, and tell me do not all of
these things, visible to our natural eye, corroborate what our
spiritual eye of faith has seen by the light of the prophetic
page, viz.: That “the day of the Lord is a day of trouble,”
and that we are now in the ‘‘harvest” of the gospel age, the
chief reaper present, and the work of separation going on
[in the church] between wheat and tares. Soom, probably by,
possibly before, the fall of 1881, we shall be changed, boin
of the spirit [of which we are now begotten] into the glorious
likeness of our Head.

The third dynasty of earth, like the second, will be the
ruling of an invisible power through seen agencies of earth.
As now Satan reigns unseen, then “The Christ of God” will
reign and rule unseen. As now sin abounds, so then the
opposite, righteousness, will rule. As Satan now has agents
in men and governments, so with Christ’s reign, every man
coming into harmony with truth and righteousness will be
reckoned a servant of God. The kingdoms of this world
being all overthrown, [Dan. ii. 44,] will be re-established on
principles of justice and equity based upon the golden law of
love to God and men.

The chief nation of earth during that age, the word in-
forms us, will be fleshly Israel, in glory and prominence ex-
alted above all other nations—“The joy of the whole earth.”
And next in positions of favor and blessing will come other
nations in proportion as they conform to the law of the
Kingdom of God. Thus will the light of knowledge and truth
emanating from the spiritual city—the church—the New
Jerusalem, [Rev. xxi.,] bless all nations and result in healing
and blessing all mankind, until ultimately, having put down
all opposition and brought all men to the condition of per-
fection - and righteousness, the third empire will give place
to the fourth, which is the first restored, viz.: man over earth
its lord and himself in perfect obedience to the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. Thus, God will be all in all. Amen
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.”

Our trip northward was a very pleasant one. In four
places we held meetings, and stopped to visit a few here and

there en route. The dear ones expressed themselves as
strengthened and encouraged.—EDITOR.

IN most situations of life the consciousness of innocence is our best shield, and our firmest security.
[166]



PLACE OF MEETING

To be “forever with the Lord” has even been an important
element of the Christian’s hope. This hope has cheered and
strengthened the true pilgrims in all generations. This has
been the case even where a very imperfect understanding has
obtained. Whatever has been believed among Christians as
to how, when, or where they should meet the Lord, as to the
fact of being with Him, they have often said, “That will be
Heaven for me.”

We casnot think that only those who fully understand
the subject beforehand will be accepted in His presence. In
such a case, perhaps none would be accepted. But we believe
it is both duty and privilege to searcb and learn more and
more of this and all other Bible subjects. The beauty and
harmony of the various parts of the word and plan is seen
when each part receives due attention.

Those who have believed that the spirite of just men
could be made perfect and enter into the immediate presence
of God, and there meet and dwell forever with the Lord, have
in consequence regarded the coming of the Lord with indiffer-
ence, so far at least as their own hope is concerned. On the
other hand, those who have seen the import of Jesus’ word,
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
recetve you to myself, that where I am there ye may be also,”
have necessarily made much of the return of Christ.

‘While the latter class are doubtless correct as to the time
of meeting the Lord, we think both may be holding extreme
views as to the pluce of meeting. One class expects to meet
Him in Heaven itself, the immediate presence of God, and
the other class associate the meeting with earthly conditions,
while we believe the meeting will be in a condition midway
Letween the other two. The Lord shall descend, and we shall
ke caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. Comforting words! 1 Thess. iv. 16-18.

It may seem strange to some, in view of the simplicity of
Paul’s statement, that we should raise the question, “Where
shall we meet the Lord?” 1Is it not plainly said we shall meet
Him in the air, and 1s not this easily understood? But Peter
says that he himself and “beloved brother Paul also,” when
speaking of these things, said things “hard to be understood.”
2 Pet. iii. 15-16. And we have seen that the truth concerning
the trumpet’s voices and fire associated with His coming does
not lie on the surface. We need not be surprised, then, if the
same be true of all the circumstances attending.

By the study of the Bible we have been led to believe that
as we advance from natural to spiritual things there is a
corresponding advancement in the signification of words,
Many examples of this are familiar to all careful readers.
Take for example the terms bread, water, garment, light,
heat, cold, hunger, thirst, nakedness, darkness. No one would
think of giving these words the same signification, when ap-
plied to natural things. A man might walk in the light of the
brightest sun that ever shone, and yet be in the grossest
spiritual darkness. All can apply this to the other terms.

Air and spirit are primarily the same, yet who would
think of reading ‘“air” instead of “spirit” in the sublime
statement of the word, “There is a spirit in man, and the
inspiration [or in-breathing] of the Almighty giveth him un-
derstanding ¥’ Or when it is declared “God is Spirit,” who
but the grossest materialist would read it, “God is air?”
When Jesus breathed on his disciples, and said, “Receive ye
the Holy Spirit,” all Christians recognize the advancement in
the use of words according to the relation between natural
and spiritual things.

A further application of the same principle is seen in the

fact that Satan is called “the prince of the power of the aw,”
and when his spiritual kingdom is overwhelmed by the in-
coming kingdom of Christ, 1t 18 said, “The powers of heaven
shall be shaken.” In contrast with this shaking, Paul says
we are to receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken or re-
moved. Heb. xii. 27, 28.

Let this same principle be kept in mind, and our being
caught up to meet the Lord in the air will have the deep
significance of our being exalted to power with Christ in the
Kingdom of Heaven. The kingdom of the air [firmament]
and “the Kingdom of Heaven” are primarily the same.

Place and distance in natural things are used to represent
condition in the spiritual. No one would think of applying
the expressions “coming to God,” or ‘“‘coming to Jesus,” lit-
erally. When we sing “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” or when
Paul says, “Let us draw near with a true heart,” literal place
or distance is mnot thought of, but to be more and more hike
our great Example is the burden of the heart of the true
worshiper. “He that cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
Heb. xi. 6.

Translation (or change) is a termn which we believe is sub-
ject to the same law of interpretation. As words are trans-
lated or changed from one language to another, and so
changed in form, and as men or things may be translated or
changed from one place to another, so spiritually men may
be translated or changed from one condition to another. Thus,
when men come over from the devil to the Lord’s side, they
are said to be delivered from the power of darkness and
translated ianto the kingdom of God’s dear Son. Col. i. 13.
All will agree that this translation is a change not of place,
but of condition. If this principle holds good as to the be-
getting of the Spirit, may it not also hold good as to the
birth of the Spirit?

In view of this so common principle of the word, we
cannot regard with favor the idea that the saints are to be
caught away in the flesh (however perfect that flesh man be) to
meet Christ in any locality. The translation, in our mind,
can mean no less than a change from the mnatural condition
to the spiritual condition. The ascent of Aaron, the saint,
to meet Moses in the Mount of God, is clearly a type of the
saints going up to meet Christ. The mountain is a type of
the mountain or Kingdom of God, in which we shall meet
Christ. From that time forward, Moses and Aaron were man-
ifested in power and great glory. So from the time the saints
are exalted, they will be manifested or made to appear in
power and great glory.

That the saints are mot to be in an earthly condition at
that time seems clear from Paul’s statement that we are not
come (or coming) to Mount Zion, a mount that could not be
touched, that burned with fire, &ec., “but ye are come (or
coming) to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem,” &c. Heb. xii. 18-22.

If it were an earthly mountain, it could be
touched. Paul says, this one cannot be touched; hence
it is a heavenly or spiritual mountain—a very high spiritual
condition. When the Deliverer comes out of Zion, we may
safely conclude that it is not an earthly army with guns and
broadswords, but a heavenly army, wielding the sword of the
Spirit, which sword proceeds out of His mouth, i. e, “The
Word of God.” The victory of that army will surely be a
blessing to the natioms. Oh, that we may be prepared to
meet Christ in is Kingdom!

J. H. P.

AFTER CHANGE—BEFORE GLORY

[This article 13 preserved only because of its historical value in illustrating the gradual dawn of present truth]

“1 tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one
bed. The one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.
Two women shall ke grinding togetber. The one shall be
taken, and the other left. And they (the disciples) answered
and said unto Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ (that is, where will they be
taken?) And He said unto them, ‘Wheresoever the body is,
thither will the eagles be gathered together.” Luke zvu.
34-37.

The above verses, in connection with others of a similar
nature, have received special attention for several months.
Believing, as we do, that we are drawing very mear the time
when this will be fulfilled, it is important that we try to
arrive at a correet solution of the matter. Further, as the
light shines more and more, we also believe that when due,
this, like other things, will be understood by those in the
shining way; hence, if we can now understand how or in what
manner this will be fulfilled, it is evidence that we are near
the event spoken of. Like other portions of God’s word, this

has to be taken in connection with other scriptures in order
to arrive at the whole truth. So now, by comparing seripture
with seripture, we shall endeavor to set forth the manmer in
which this will be fulfilled. First, we do not think that the
scriptures teach that those who are taken will be taken to
any locality (mot Mt. Ziom, or any definite point), neither
do we think that those when taken, and for some time after-
ward, will be invisible to those around them. No, we believe,
after they are taken, they will be visible and to all appear-
ances just the same, but in reality, they will not be the same
as before taken, for, if they were, then to be taken would
not mean anything. Some may ask, How can they appear the
same, and yet not be?

We find angels have appeared as men, yet they arve not
men, but are spiritual bodies. When Jesus was raised from
the dead, He was born of the spirit, and hence a spiritual
body, for that which is born of the spirit is spwrit, and hence
is not flesh. John iv. 6. Though He was a spiritual body,
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yet He appeared (only appeared) as a man. Now, could
He not have remained under the vail of flesh all of these forty
days after the time He rose? We think so, for if He could
appear as a man (because of the vail) for a short time He
could have remained so all the time He was on earth after Has
resurrection. This being true then, one can be a spiritual
body and yet appear as a natural fleshly body. Again, if
Jesus did so, and we are to be made lthe Hwm, then we could
be taken or changed to spiritual bodies, and yet remain under
the vail and to all appearances the same, and yet not be the
same in reality. The fact that when we are changed we will
Le seen, is proven by the taking of Elijah.

If you will read (2 Kings, ii. 10), you will notice a
conditrional promise to Elisha. He had asked for a double
portion of Elijah’s spirit, and Elijah says, “Thou hast asked
a hard thing, but if thou see me when I am taken from thee,
it shall be so unto thee, but if not [that is, if you do not see
me], it shall not be so.” Verse 15 informs us that the spirit
of Elijah did rest on Elisha. Then we know he must have seen
Elijah when taken, for this was the condition on which he
would receive the spirit. In verse 11 there are two statements,
viz.: Elijah and Elisha were parted asunder by a chariot
of fire, and horses of fire, and Elijah weut up by a whirlwind
into heaven. This last event was after they were parted, but
how long after we are not informed. Elisha saw the first act,
but not the latter. Now, what we want to comsider, is the
separation, or first act, for this, I believe, shows the change
or taking of the saints, and what I now want to prove is that
we will be taken (changed to spiritual bodies) and yet be
seen, just as Elijah was seen, when he was taken from Elisha.
Elijah has been a perfect type of the church, as all our readers
know, from Pentecost down; hence, when he was taken, it
must have been a type of our change, for the church is not
complete until we, the living, are taken. Then the manner
of Elijah’s change, 1s important, if we would understand how
we shall be changed. We now leave this type and look at
another, which seems to teach the same thing. I refer to
Moses and Aaron. We understand Moses to be a type of
Christ, and Aaron a type of the overcomers. Aaron is men-
tioned as going forth to meet Moses as we go forth to meet
Jesus; “And when he (Aaron) seeth thee (Moses), he will be
glad in his heart.” So will we be glad when we *‘see (Jesus)
as he is.” Verse 27 informs us that Aaron met Moses in the
Mount of God, and kissed him. This meeting of Moses and
Aaron, as also the parting of Elijah and Elisha, we under-
stand to typify our change. We think so, for this reason, viz.:
It was after they (Moses and Aaron) met in the mount
that Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord, who had sent
him, and all the signs which he had commanded him. Verse 28.
This instruction, seems to show the increase of knowledge
that will be acquired by the change to the spiritual condition
and yet that they will be seen afterward and remain, to all
appearances, the same, is proven by the work of Aaron after
he met Moses. Verse 16 reads, “He (Aaron) shall be thy
spokesman unto the people, . .. and he shall be to thee
(Moses) instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead
of God.” This proves clearly that there is a difference between
the condition of Moses and Aaron, at least so far as teaching
the people is concerned, and if Aaron represents the church,
and we were (when changed, or when meeting Jesus) to go
into the invisible condition as He is, how then could we be the
spokesman unto the people? Here is a point worthy of notice.
The main difference between Moses and Aaron after they met
seems to have been that Aaron was the active agent in com-
munieating to Pharaoh (the world), so the only difference
hetween us (when changed) and Jesus will be that we will be
under the vail, and hence visible—the active agents or rep-
resentatives of the unseen kingdom of God. ‘““The Kingdom of
God cometh mnot with observation” (outward show). Luke
xvii, 20.

After the meeting of Moses and Aaron in the Mount, they
went and gathered together the elders of Israel, and Aaron
spake all the words . and did the signs, and the people
helieved. Verses 29-31. This would represent that Jesus and
the saints were in a sense together, and yet the saints only
would he seen by the world, for Aaron spake the words, did
the ssgns, and the people believed.

After the meeting of Moses and Aaron, there were ten
plagues. During the first three, Moses does the work through
Aaron. We read, “Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh,
... and Aaron cast down his rod.” Ex. vii. 10. Again,
“The Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod,

. and Moses and Aaron did so, and he (that is, Aaron)

lifted up the rod and smote the waters ... in the
side of Pharaoh ...” Verses 19, 20. Again, “The
Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth
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thine hand, and Aaeron did so ....and the frogs
came.” Ex, viii. 5, 6. Verse 18 informs us that Aaron acted
as prophet, and did the work connected with the third plague.
We believe that those whom Aaron represents (the little flock)
will be really spiritual bodies, but during the three first
plagues will be wunder the vail, and hence appear as
prophets (teachers) unto the people, and in this condition
will be the prophet or mouth-piece of the Christ, as Aaron
was of Moses after meeting him.

This company of changed saints it appears are those
brought to view in Rev. xv. 1-4, standing on, as it were, a
sea of glass; the sea mingled with fire (people in the midst of
judgments); these have the harps of God; these are they who
had gotten the wictory over the beast, and over his image,
and over his mark, and over the number of his name the
overcomers. These sing the song of Moses, the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb. Not the song sung by Moses
and the Children of Israel after the overthrow of the Egypt-
ians, but the song of Moses, when the elders of the tribes
were gathered together. See Deut. xxxi. 28-32; 1-4. Moses
sang: “Ascribe ye greatness unto our God, . . .. for all His
ways are judgment. ... A God of truth.... just and
right is He.” The company on the sea of glass sing: “Great
and marvelous are thy works, . .. just and true are thy
ways, . . . for all nations shall come and worship before thee,
for thy judgments are made manifest.” We find the words
are nearly identical, and hence the same song. This ecompany
on the sea of glass are before the throne (not on the throne).
Rev. iv. 6.

This picture is given, however, after the throne was set,
and one sat on the thronme (verse 2), and out of the throne
proceeded lightnings and thunderings (judgments). So in
Rev. xv. we have those on a sea of glass making a proclama-
tion during troublous times, mingled with fire. It would also
appear that this same company of changed ones are among the
number mentioned in Rev. xiv. 1-5, viz.: “A Lamb stood on
the Mount Zion, and with him are one hundred and forty-
four thousand.” These are in the Mount, as Moses and Aaron
met in the Mount. The harp with their harps (like those on
the sea of glass). These sing a new song “before the throne;”
these are virgins; these follow the Lamb, and in their mouth
was found no guile; “for they are without fault before the
throne of God.” Notice, these are before the throne—mnot on it.
This is likely the position referred to in Luke xx. 36., viz.:
“that ye may be accounted worthy to escape, . . . and stand
before the Son of Man.” But some one says, “When changed
are we not exalted to the throne?” Not necessarily so. Jesus
was a spiritual body, and at times appeared under the vail
before He ascended to the Father’s throne. (See Acts ii. 22-36).

Then we might be changed to spiritual bodies, and remain
under the vail of flesh for a time before we are exalted to our
Lord’s throne. But some one says, “Is not a spiritual body
a glorified body?” No. Jesus was a spiritual body before He
was glorified (exalted to power). John vii. 39, Then we
might be spiritual bodies before we are glorified. We, the
living ones, when changed to spiritual bodies, and while yet
under the vail of flesh and before we are glorified are probably
those who are spoken of in Isa. lii. 7-8, viz.: “How beautiful
upon the mountains are the feet of Him (The feet represent
the taken ones under the vail and are said to be of him because in
the spiritual condition as He is) that bringeth good tidings, . . . .
that publisheth salvation; that sayeth unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth; thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together shall they sing, for they shall see eye to eye
(Now they do not) when the Lord shall bring again Zion.”
The above description would seem to indicate a different con-
dition of the watchmen than that now held; also the work
here is for Israel, just as the first work of Aaron, after meet-
ing Moses, was among the elders of Israel. Israel, or my
people, in the type (Ex. viii. 23), primarily refers to the
servant company down here and are spoken of as my people
in Rev. xviili. 4. The servant company here will be separated
from Babylon by the three first plagues, or during the time
that the proclamation of Rev. xiv. 6-10 is being made by the
taken but vailed saints, just as Aaron was spokesman to the
people during the three plagues that caused the division be-
tween Pharaoh’s people and the people of God.

‘We suppose that any who have a mind to apprehend spirit-
ual things can see how, by the evidence already given, we
could be changed to spiritual bodies, and yet remain under
the vail of flesh and at the same time see Jesus without His
coming in the flesh or appearing under that vail to us. Any
one who will use Moses and Aaron as a type must give up
the idea of Jesus appearing to us in the flesh. Notice, Aaron
went up to meet Moses in the mount. Yes, the church goes
up toward the condition of Jesus, but Jesus does not come
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down to the condition of the church. If Jesus were to come
in the flesh, as some teach, then He could be the prophet
Himself, and the very fact that Aaron was still prophet after
they met proves that we will be under the vail, and hence in
a condition to speak to the people, while Jesus will not so
appear, and hence could not be prophet (teacher) even as
Moses was not. We being in the spiritual condition Jesus will
e our God as Moses was to Aaron. The fact that Aaron met
and saw Moses in the mount, indicates that we must go up,
or into the spiritual condition before we can meet and see
Jesus. “When he shall appear we shall be like Him and see
His as He 4s.” [1 John, iii. 2.] The change comes to us
not to Him, “we shall be like Him.” ‘We shall see Him as
He 1s,” a spiritual body; not as he was, in flesh.

The fact that we will see Jesus after our change, though
still under the vail, is proven by another type, viz.: that of
Isaac and Rebecca: ‘“And Rebecca lifted up her eyes, and
when she saw Isaac she lighted off the camel, therefore she
took a vail and covered herself.” (Gen. xxiv. 64-65.) When
she saw Isaac represents one change. Then the putting on
of the vail would show that we will remair vailed for a time
after our change. The reason she is said to put on the vail
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is because when she saw Isaac she was changed, and hence
the vail is no longer her real condition, but the assumed. Just
80 when we see Jesus we will have been changed, and though
under the vail it will only be put on, so to speak, and only
because of this vail (the flesh) will we appear the same to the
world. We will have additional power of utterance and knowl-
edge, and perhaps certain miraculous powers which will be
demonstrated, as was the case with Aaron after meeting
Moses. We believe that the change we have been considering
is nmear, much nearer, perhaps, than many are aware of. Let
us be careful for nothing. Let us be Holy, for without Holi-
ness shall no man see the Lord. Let all sirive to enter wn,
ere the Master shuts too the door, for then there will be no
more admission to the little flock, who shall finally sit with
Jesus on the throme. Yes, we shall scon be in the Kungdom.

“Not many months—
Their course shall run,
Not many mornings rise,
Ere all its glories stand revealed
To our transported eyes.”
A. D J.

THE MARRIAGE—IN GLORY

“And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of
God and from His power, and no man was able to enter into
the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were
fulfilled.” [Rev, av. 8.1 In two articles preceding we have
endeavored to set forth the manner in which we will be taken,
or changed to spiritual bodies, and yet for a time remain
under the vail, while the dead in Christ will at some time be
spiritual bodies, and not under the vail. In this position we
understand they are before the throme, but believing that we
shall finally sit with Jesus on the throne, let us see if there
1s anything to throw light on this point, though the saints,
after they are taken, will be seen for a time. It is also clear
that we will finally pass beyond the vail and be seen no more.

We found 1n looking at the taking of Elijah, who is one
type, that there were two events. He was first parted from
Elisha by a chariot of fire and horses of fire, but he went up
into heaven by a whirlwind. The first we expressed as show-
mg our change, and that we would then be seen as was Elijah,
but the latter we understand to show when we will leave the
vaill and be seen no more, and this is in harmony with the
statement in 2 Kings, ii. 12. T also find there were two
changes in the movements of Aaion, who is also a type. You
will remember that during the three first plagues he was
represented as the prophet of Moses and as spokesman unto
the people. We explained this as teaching that we, after our
change, would under the vail of flesh be as prophets (teach-
cts) to the people here, but we find that after the third
plague Aaron is never spoken of as the prophet of Moses or as
spokesman unto the people. Notice Ex. ix. 8. The Lord said
unto Moses and unto Aaron, (Previous to this the Lord said
unto Moses: Say unto Aaron), Take you handfuls of ashes
of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven
in the sight of Pharaoh, and they (Moses and Aaron) did so.
At this point there seems to be some difference in Aaron.
The Lord now speaks to him direct, as He had done to Moses.
At this point, when Aaron is no longer the mouthpiece, his
leaving the vailed condition seems to be typified. Now, at the
same point, when Elijah went up into heaven and the Lord
speaks face to face with him he is no longer seen.

‘When we cease to appear under the vail is when the glori-
fication of all takes place, and this is in harmony with Jesus,
our forerunner. He was a spiritual body, and for forty days
appeared at times under the vail, but when He ascended into
heaven, (Aets i. 11), and was seen no more, then He was
glorified. In our text we come to a time when the temple is
to be filled with smoke from the glory of God. We find this
takes place just before the pouring out of the seven plagues,
and is a parallel to the time when Aaron changes his position.
After that he was no longer prophet. Neither will we be
after our glorification. This glorification of all, T under-
stand to be, the marriage of the Lamb. We are to be changed,
that we may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, (Phil
iii. 21), and if so be that we suffer with Him, then we may
also be glorified together with Him. (Rom. viii. 17).

This glorifying together we believe is the making one
with Him in the fullest sense, and this follows the spiritual
body condition. This will be when we shall be exalted to
His throne and sit with Him. Jesus cannot appear with us in
glory until we are glorified with Him. We find in Matt. xxv.
31-40 that when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and

all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne
of His glory. We are with Him on the throne, hence the
glory and our being on the throne are associated, but we can
be spiritual bodies without the glory, and be before the
throne. This same thought, viz.: first the change and then
the glorification, or marriage, is also shown in the type of
Isaac and Rebecca. When she lifted up her eyes and saw
Isaac seems to show our change. We see Him when like
Him, but when Isaac took Rebecea into his mother’s tent and
she became his wife, [Gen. xxiv. 67], which was after they
met, seems to bring us to the point when the temple would be
glorified and we become His wife.

The thought that the glorification is the marriage and not
the change to spiritual hodies is further proven by the fol-
lowing: Jesus ascended unglorified. [John vii. 39]. He was
to come in like manner, [Acts i. 11], then when we see Him it
will be when He is unglorified, represented by Rebecca’s see-
ing Isaac, but when we are glorified together with Him, would
be shown by Isaac’s taking Rebecca and making her his wife.
Hence we go in with Him to the marriage. This is pro-
gressive: first, into a condition for the change; second, from
that into glory with Him.

We find in our text that just when the temple is filled with
glory, is just before the pouring out of the seven plagues,
and that is when the chureh is called the bride, viz.: when
glorified. [See Rev. xxi. 9-11]. Then came unto me one of
the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven
last plagues, [Full? yes], saying, Come hither, T will show
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. He showed me the Holy
Jerusalem, having the glory of God, etec. Here when glori-
fied the church is called the bride. Hence this must be at or
after the temple is filled with glory. The glorification and
exaltation of the bride to the throne seems to l:e the main
difference between the little flock and the great multitude,
[the servants]. They certainly get spiritual life but appar-
ently do not have the glory of the bride. The city was lighted
by the temple; for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
the temple of it, and the glory of those [the temple] did
lighten it [the city]. Rev. xxi. 22-23. Then the city is the
light of the nation. [Verse 24]. In order to fully under-
stand this matter and harmonize the various serip-
tures, it seems mnecessary to recognize the difference
between one change [when we are made spiritnal
bodies] and the glorification of those spiritual bodies.
This thought seems suggested by the building of the temple by
Solomon. The getting out of the stones and timbers seems
to be the work done during the gospel age, from Pentecost
down. [1 Kings, iii. 18]. The building of the temple we
apprehend is something different. It was built of stone made
ready before brought thither to place of building, so that
there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard
in the house while it was in building. [1 Kings, vi. 7]. This
shows the noiseless resurrection of the dead in Christ and
change of the living, both classes changed to spiritual bodies.
Tt was, however, after the temple was built that the glory of
the Lord filled the House of the Lord. [1 Kings. viii, 11].
Hence, if the building shows the change of dead and living
to spiritual bodies, then the glorification must be something
different from the change. Again, the fact that the temple
was built and then glorified rather proves that all, dead and
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living, will be made spiritual bodies before any are glorified.
This would be in harmony with [Rev. xv. 1-8]. The seven
angels, clothed in pure and white linen [righteousness of the
saints, Rev. xix. 8] and having their breasts girded with
golden girdles, [verse 6], seem to represent the overcoming
church complete, dead raised, and living changed. If so, we
find these on the sea of glass condition, [before the throne],
singing a song [making a proclamation] before they are glori-
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fied—exalted to the throne. When on the sea of glass they
are spiritual bodies, hence the temple is huilt tefore it is
filled with glory. This sea of glass or spiritual body condi-
tion, we believe, will obtain before long, while the glorification
or final exaltation of the saints will not take place for some
time afterwards. Let us watch and be sober. Let us assemb'e
ourselves together, and so much the more, as we see the day
{time] approaching. The time seems short. A. D. J.

BEFORE THE THRONE

“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose, 8o also, we believe that God, through Jesus, will lead forth with him those
who fell asleep. For this we affirm to you by the Lord’s word, that we, the living, who are left over to the coming of the

Lord, will by no means precede those who fell asleep.” (1 Thess. iv. 14, 15.

If Jesus can be present, and not seen, the dead in Christ
could be raised and not seen, because when raised they will
bhe Iike Jesus. Our understanding of the matter is this, viz.:
that the dead in Christ, will be raised spiritual bodies; then
we, the living, changed to spiritual bodies, the only difference
being, that they will not be seen; that is, will not appear
under the vail, [the flesh] while we remamn for a time vailed,
yet our real condition will be the same. The type of Moses
and Aaron teaches the resurrection of the dead before we meet
Jesus, Before they met [Ex. iv. 27,] you will notice that
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him [Moses] in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush [Ex. 1ii. 2-6]; here God
<eems to introduce the ilea of the resurrection. We find that
Jesus gives the key in Luke xx. 29-38. We know that it is
the resurrection of the dead in Christ He is talking about,
for e says: They which shall be accounted worthy to obtain
that world and the resurrection from the dead .. . these
cannot die any more . . . [Lecause the first resurrection, the
second death hath no power over them, they cannot die again.
[Rev. xx. 6.] Now that the dead [viz.: this class of the dead]
are raised. even Moses showed at the bhu-h” . . . That 1s. the
dead in Christ ate raised at this point of time, which we find
is hefore Aaron went to meet Moses and hence, before any
one of the ten plagues were poured out. Then if [as has
been shown] the meeting of Aaron and Moses represents our
change and the dead must be raised. this transaction at the
bush is in the right place and harmonizes with the statement
hy Paul, “The dead in Christ rise first.”

In Rev. xv. we find a company on the sea of glass, making
a proclamation. This sea of glass condition is before the
throne, [Rev. iv. 6] we notice in veise 5, that there are seven
lamps of fire burning tefore the throne, (which are the seven
congregations. Rev. i. 20, E. D.) these seven lamps bring to
mind the complete gospel church. And as they are before the
throne, and the sea of glass is also before the throne and
there is a company on the sea of glass, we conclude it must
be the overcomers in that position. We then conclude as fol-
lows, viz.: that thisx scene is after the dead in Christ are
raized and we the living changed; and though all can sing the
same song, they could remain invisible and yet we under the
vail, might be visible. The seven lamps of fire might le
burning [the church complete]. Because we ave all in the spirit-
ual condition, they would be visible to us and we to them.
They will not he visible to the world, neither would we, were it
not for the vail. With this understanding of the matter we
will now look at another point, viz.: (Rev. xiv. 1-5.) ...
A Lambh stood on the Mount Zion, and with Him are 144.000:
this company represents to our mind the complete church, and
henee, the resurrected saints as well as the changed living
saints; these harp with their harps . . . [like those on the
<ea of glass] these sing as it were a new song ... these
are the first fruits [overcomers| unto God and the Lamb and
these are without fault before the throne of God ... just

Diaglott.)

as the company on the sea of glass are before the throre.
Now we think the evidence is conclusive, that these are the
overcomers, for the following reasons: 1lst. We know of no
more exalted position before the throne than the sea of glass.
2d. We know not who else should be the first fruits unto God
and stand on the Mount Zion with the Lamb [Moses and
Aaron met in the Mount]. 3d. We know not what the seven
burning lamps could represent, if not the little flock, {th,
Neither do we know who the 144,000 could be if not those.
Both “the one hundred and foity-four thousand,” and the

ones, “as it were, on the sea of glass.”” aie said to be “be-
fore the throne,” which is the location of the sea of glass.
Should we not conclude, therefore, that they are the same
—the bride—*“before the throne” signifying before the ex-
altation to the glory of power? The song sung is after they
are seen on the Mount Zion with the Lamb, and this is in
harmony with the type. After Moses and Aaron met in the
Mount, Aaron did his work. So these are represented mak-
ing a proclamation after the meeting with the Lamb. Our
position then would be this, viz.: All the dead in Christ
raised; we, the living, changed. All these would be in the
spiritual condition. All remain before the throne until the
proclamation to be made is completed by us who remain
under the vail. The fact that they are raised but not seen,
while we are changed but seen, seems to be shown by lsa. lii.
78, viz.: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of Him$%” The thought is this: Jesus, the Head (of the
body), is beyond the vail-—and is not seen; the dead in Christ
are raised, and they are beyond the vail—not seen. We, the
hving (the feet), are changed, hut we ave seen for a tumc,
while a work is Leing done. The feet (so to speak) walk the
earth, and they publish peace, . .. bring good tidings,
. . . that «aith unto Zion, “Thy Ged reigneth” . and we shall
see eye to eye (because we are changed), when the T.ord
shall bring again Zion. The types of Elijah and Rebecca, we
know, have represented the living phase of the gospel church
from Pentecost down, but when we come to the closing work,
viz.: when Elijah was taken, and when Rebecca saw Isaac,
it proves the previous resurrection of the dead in Christ, for
this matter we cannot precede those who sleep; hence, when
we see Him, the dead must have been previously raised, and
so those two are in harmony with that of Moses and Aaron and
Paul’s statement. While they meet Jesus beyond the vail, we
can be changed and meet both them and Jesus, and yct re-
main under the vail, and we can all [resurrected and changed]
remain on the sea of glass position for a time before the
throne and not interfere with our being finally exalted to the
throne. We shall consider this again. The spiritual body
condition of both dead and living will oblain before any are
glorified [or sit on the throne]. Let us lay aside every
weight that we, being in Him, may he accounted worthy to
escape—be changed—and the glory will follow in God’s due
season. A. D J

“FALSE CHRISTS”

“Then if any man shall say unto vou, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.

For there shall arise false Christs and

false prophets and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Behold I have told you before,
is in the secret chambers; believe it not.”

We have reason for believing that after 1881, there will
he wonderful spiritual manifestations. The prince of the
power of the air . .. [Devil and his angels. Eph. ii. 2.]—
The rulers of the darkness of this world [wicked spirits—vi.
12, maigin] will now make a last great effort previous to
their binding, at which time these powers will be subdued.
[Rev. xx. 2.] Those angels which kept not their first estate
God hath reserved for everlasting [age-lasting] chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Jud.
vi, They were cast down to hell. (“Tartarus”) lower

Wherefore, if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth; Behold He
Matt. xxiv. 23-26.

atmosphere our air). 2 Pet. ii. 4. For 6,000 years
these spiritual powers have been deceiving and misleading
mankind. These like the good angels, have also had power
to appear as men, but they must always appear in the dark,
for God had placed them under darkness. This fact recog-
nized would explain many of the spiritualistic manifestations
of to-day, which otherwise cannot be accounted for. Of late
years many have been deceived into believing that they saw
some of their dead friends.

Which will you believe, God or the Devil? Notice: “Ye
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shall not surely die.” Gen. iii. 4. Now in his various manifes-
tations and in personating dead people and appearing to their
friends, is not the Devil carrying out and trying to corrob-
crate the lie he started in Eden? Surely he is. Jesus well
said of him: He is a liar and the father of it. John viii. 44.
1f the Devil has succeeded in keeping up this lie for so long
a time, and to-day has mnearly all the world believing what
he said; if he has done so much, and by manifestations in
darkness has caused many to fall, what will be the result
when he carries on in the light? For remember that he was
only to be confined in darkness unto the judgment of the
great day, and as we have now entered upon that time or _day,
we expect much of his work to be carried on in the light.
Ard spirvitvalists now eclaim that they can materialize in
broad daylight. We would advise that all believe what.(frod
said, viz.: “Ye shall die, hence, ye can not see dead friends
until raised from the dead.” And the Devil does not do
that work _

Paul says: “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
hght.” 2 Cor. xi. 14. 1If so, and if he has the power to
appear as an angel of light is he not liable to deceive? How
significant then is our text, viz.: “There shall arise false
Christs and shall show signs and wonders ... and if any
shall say to you ... He (Jesus) is in the desert or secret
chambers . . . believe it not.” Notice that this takes place
during the presence of Jesus. Vs. 27, E. D. It would seem
then from our text that there will false Christs arise and show
themselves as Jesus did after his resurrection, and many will
be saying, Lo, here or there. If Satan is 'transformed into an
angel of light and is to appear thus, and if we look for Jesus
to appear to us or come to us in the flesh, would it not be an
easy matter for us to be deceived? We think so. We t'}nnk
that this warning of our Saviour is absolute proof that neither
he nor any of the resurrected saints will so appear; hence, of
any manifestations there may be, we will conclude tI}at it is
neither Jesus nor resurrected saints. Let no man deceive you;
remember that Jesus has foretold you, that it will not be so.
The Devil will certainly try to take advantage of those who
are so looking for Jesus, for he could not deceive those who
believe in His presence as the lightning—invisible, who do
not believe that He will appear in the flesh. The danger lies
in our being led away from the truth so as to look for Jesus
in that way, for we feel sure that those who still retain the
truth, will, at the time the appearances take place, be in a
safe condition. Our text savs: “That if possible they shall
deceive the very elect.” Notice, it is mot possible. We
understand that the elect are at the time referred to in the
spiritual body condition, though under the vail.

For this there is proof. We find Paul speaking in this
way (1 Tim. iv. 1): “Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines [teachings] of devils.”
Also (2 Tim. iii. 19), “This know also, that in the last days,
perilous times shall come. . . . Men shall be lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness . . ..
(must be professed Christians] ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and
Jambres withstood Moses, so also do these resist the trut.h.”
Here is the key. If you will now go back and look at the time
referred to, we will get some light. (See Ex. vii. 10-12).
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and his servants and
it [the rod] became a serpent . .. Now the magicians of
Egypt, . . . they did in like manner with their enchantments,

. and their rods became serpents, ... but Aaron’s rod
swallowed up their rods. When Aaron smote the waters of the
river with his rod, they became blood [verse 20], but also
did the magicians of Egypt [verse 22]. Also, when Aaron
stretched forth his rod, frogs came upon the land of Egypt,
and likewise did the magicians. Ex. viii. 5-7. Now you will
notice that all this opposition took place after Moses and
Aaron met in the Mount (Ex. iv. 27), and yet it was while
Aaron was spokesman unto the people and acted as prophet
of Moses to Pharaoh. Verse 16.

As the meeting of Moses and Aaron represents the change
of the saints, then we know that the resistance spoken of by
Panl (2 Tim. iii. 8) is due after our change, and while we
are yet here nuder the vail. These did deceive Pharaoh, but
not Aaron, for Aaron had greater power than they. So, now,
these false Christs (magicians of Egypt—the world) will de-
ceive many, but they cannot possibly deceive us, for we (as
represented by Aaron) will have been previously changed.
The next plague following that of the frogs, was Aaron’s
bringing up lice on the land of Egypt. Ex. viii. 16. But
when the magicians tried, they could not do this, . . . and
they say to Pharoah, This is the finger of God. Verses 18-19.

ZION’S WATCH TOWER (6)

Yes, there will be a time, and not far distant, when the world
shall realize that there is a higher power, and though Satan
and his angel!s will in the next few years do wonders, yet they
shall proceed no further, for their folly shall be made mani-
fest to all as was the folly of James and Jambres. It will
be noticed that it wag only during two plagues that the ma-
gicians could stand before and do as Aaron did. They were
not able to stand quite all the time that Aaron was spokesman
unto the people. God says unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take
to you handfuls of ashes, ... and they did so, and it be-
came a boil upon the Egyptians and magicians. Ex. ix. 8-10.
This we understand to be where Aaron enters into the glory of
Moses, and God says unto Aaron as unto Moses. This appar-
ent change in the condition of Aaron is just the time that the
seven plagues commenced, and there we believe the power
of Satan will begin to be curtailed. We believe the same
order will obtain here, viz.: while the saints are under the
vail and acting as teachers unto the people, and during the
three plagues, Satan will manifest great power, but when the
chureh is glorified (Rev. xv. 8,) which is just before the seven
plagues, Satan cannot longer stand, and by the time all the
plagues are poured out he will be completely bound and de-
ceive the nations no more for a thousand years. Rev. xx. 2, 3.
We find this event takes place when the saints are represented
as seated on thrones. Verse 4 We found that the position
on the throne and the glory were associated (Matt. xxv.
31-40), hence this takes place when the temple is glorified.
Rev. xv. 8. This harmonizes with the point where Aaron
changes his position in the type.

But before this, we believe, the saints will have been
changed, and though here under the vail, while there are great
signs and wonders wrought by these false Christs, it will not
be possible to deceive us. We, in this condition, will be in
the secret place of the Most High and shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty. [Psalm xei. 1]. This is the position
Lefore the throne, But while we are safe, as was Aaron, there
will be those who are mentioned in the type as “my people.”
[Ex. viii. 23], and who evidently represent the “great com-
pany” upon whom the first three plagues come, affecting their
deliverance from Babylon. [Rev. xviii. 4.] As the people
of Israel were separated from the people of Pharaoh by the
three first plagues, while Aaron was prophet, and they be-
lieved his words and signs, so here God’s people will come out
of Babylon [a worldly church] by the proclamation—‘“Fear
God and give glory to Him, the hour of His judgment is come,”
[Rev. xiv, 6-9], made manifest by the vailed saints. And
because they heed and believe the truth, they will be protected
during the seven last plagues. God says to them: “Come, my

people, enter thou into thy chambers and shut thy
doors. Hide thyself, as it were, for a little mo-
ment, until the indignation be over-past, for behold

the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity.” [Isa. xxvi. 20-21.] These [the
great company] will doubtless be severely tried during the
first three plagues. “Delivered over to Satan [opponents] for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus.” They evidently get free from
Babylon because of the judgments which cause her fall, and
therefore escape the seven last plagnes and cease to partake
of her sins and receive mnot further of her plagues, [Rev.
xviii. 4], for “my people shall be willing in the day of my
power.” The above language seems due just prior to the
pouring out of the seven plagues; and here commences the
binding of Satan. So we read, [Isa. xxvii. 1], “In that day
the Lord with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish
Leviathan, the piercing serpent, even Leviathan, that erooked
serpent, and he shall slay the dragon, [that old serpent, the
Devil and Satan, Rev. xii. 9], that is in the midst of the
sea [people].”

We have reasons for believing that those who are rep-
resented by Aaron will soon be changed, and soon now, we
say, “Come out of Babylon, my people.” Fear God and give
glory to Him, for the hour of his judgment is come. [Rev.
xiv. 7]. We trust that all who have ears to hear will obey
the call. Those who will still continue to worship the beast
and his image and will still support a worldly church [Baby-
lon], [now being spewed out of God’s mounth, Rev. iii. 16],
upon these shall not only come the first three plagues but also
the seven—hence separate yourselves, for if any man worship
the beast and his image, the same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture, into
the cup of his indignation. [Rev. xiv. 9-10]. Let us who
are already separated quietly wait for our change and gather-
ing together unto Jesus. Be holy, for without holiness none
shall see the Lord. A.D. J.
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THE TEMPLE-BUILDING TYPE

As the Tabernacle of the wilderness, a moveable tent,
represented God’s dwelling-place—the church—in its present
unperfect state, the fleshly condition, so the Temple built by
Solomon is, we believe, also a type of the dwelling-place of
God. A permanent structure, it is a fit jllustration of the
church when it shall reach the perfect spiritual condition.

The takernacle was pitched hither and thither in the
“wilderness of sin” (Ex. xvi.) and had no continuing place,
while the temple was permanently established not omly in
Canaan, the land of promise, in Jerusalem, the holy city, but
m the top of the mountain. So Paul says of us, “Here we
have no continuing ecity [we journey through the wilderness
of sin], but we seek one to come” (Heb. xiii. 14)—the New
Jerusalem—and ‘“‘the Lord God and the Lamb are the Temple
of it” (Rev. xxi. 22), and it shall be established in the tops of
the mountains also. Isa. ii. 2.

In a certain sense, we may be spoken of even now as God’s
temple. “Know ye not that we are the temple of God, and
that the spuit of God dwelleth in you$” 1 Cor. iii. 16. But
this is only in a limited semse that we are now said to be the
temple. In the spirit of our minds we are “risen with Christ
and seated with him in heavenly places,” speaking of things
future as though they now existed, because now commenced.

Really, we, as living stones, are now being taken out of
the quarry of humanity, fitted, shaped, trimmed and polished
for our positions in the glorious temple of God, and this is
the work of this gospel age. Ye are “built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner stone, in whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord; in whom
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the spirit.” Eph. il. 20-22. Solomon, the peaceful and wise
king, built the pattern, so a wiser and “a greater than Solo-
mon,” called “the Prince of Peace,” is to build the antitypical
temple. As the building of the temple required seven years
(1 Kings vi. 38), and much or nearly all of the materials used
were made ready before the work of construction began, so
with the building of this antitypical temple. We believe that
the seven years (“harvest”) from the autumn of 1874 to 1881,
is the time for the construction of this temple, 4. e., the bring-
ing of all the members—fruit-bearing branches of the Vine—
into the perfeet spiritual condition. And the living stones for
this temple selected and prepared during this gospel age,
were nearly all ready bLefore the construction commenced
(1874), and must all be ready before the temple is completed,
and it must be completed before ‘“‘the glory of the Lord” fills
it. 2 Chron. v. 1-13, and Rev. xv. 8.

The ending of the 1,335 symbolic days of Daniel, just at
the beginning of this seven years (1874), seems to corroborate
this, since Daniel was to stand in his lot at the end of the
days. (He belongs to the order of prophets who are first
mentioned in the order of giving rewards. Rev. xi. 18). And
we believe that this construction of the temple began by
bringing into the spiritual condition (like unto Christ’s glo-
rious body) the prophets. If we are correct in this matter, it
proves, in harmony with the parallelism of the Jewish and
Gospel ages, not only that the door of favor to the “high
calling”—to be the bride—the temple will end in the autumn
of 1881, but it also proves, as that parallelism does, the pres-
ence of Christ. The first proves his presence as the reaper in this
harvest, gathering dead and living “into his barn,” away from
the tares, &c., and this last proves his presence as the con-
structor of the temple, typified by Solomon. Jesus indicates
that he is not only the overseer and director in our quarrying
and preparation, but also that He will be the “master builder”
in construeting the temple. He has promised “him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God.”
Rev. iii. 12.

Our change from natural to spiritual bodies we at one
time supposed to be the marriage, but we now see that the
change precedes, as making us ready for the marriage. We
still believe that the change is our full deliverance from
fleshly conditions and frailties into the perfections of our
new bheing, from weakness to power; from corruption to in-
corruption; from dishonor to glory; from a natural to a
spiritual body; from the image of the earthly to the image
of the heavenly (1 Cor. xv. 42-48); “made like unto Christ’s
glorious body.” But we are thus changed to His glorious like-
ness in order that our installment in official power with Him
may follow (symbolically called marriage). This was true of
Jesus, our pattern and forerunner: He was quickened of the
Spirit—*“raised a spiritual body”—(“that which is born
[quickened] of the Spirit is Spirit” (Jno. iii. 6), though
like all spiritual bodies, He must have been “a glorious body”
(vailed under flesh forty days), yet the glorifying, in the
senge of exalting to official dignity, did not occur until He

had ascended up on high and became associated with the
Father—*‘set down with [His] Father in His throne.” So
we must be changed before we sit with Christ “on His throne,”
or are united (married) with Him in the glory of power.

When “the body,” “the bride,” “the temple,” is completed,
all will have been thus changed, yet there are scriptures
which seem to teach that we that are alive (the feet of the
body), will, for a time after our change, appear under the
vail of flesh [as Jesus did after his change] before the tem-
ple is glorified, and that the work to be done then is much
the same as that we are now downg, though doubtless more
ably dome and more successful in results, viz.: Proclaiming to
all Christians—the second “great company” (Rev. vii. 9-15)—
and to the world, during the three plagues which precede the
“seven last:” “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour
of His judgment is come.” Rev. xiv. 7. “Babylon is fallen;
come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sis and receive not of her plagues” [the seven last]. Rev.
xviii. 1-4.

Though now we “sing the song of Moses and the Lamb,”
proclaiming restitution—using “the harps [the word] of God,”
[See article “Having the Harps of God,” in August number],
yet doubtless all of these proclamations will be emphasized
under our new conditions. Then many—‘a great company’™—
will hear and heed—come into harmony with our proclamation.

This work of proclaiming, &ec., is shown in the type when
the priests took their trumpets and sounded the notes, the
Levites took their position as singers to sing in harmony with
the trumpets of the priests. We have already seen that the
priests represent the “little flock” and the Levites the “great
company.” The practicing continued, doubtless, for some
time before perfect harmony was obtained. So in the future,
when these proclamations are made, it will be some time be-
fore the second company—Elisha class—come into full har-
mony—apparently not until the end of the first three plagues.
We read, “It came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers
were as one to make one sound to be heard in praising and
thanking the Lord, . . . For He is good, for His mercy en-
dureth forever, that then the house (femple) was filled with a
cloud, . . . for the glory of the Lord had filled the house.”
2 Chron. v. 13. This glorifying shows the marriage; after
which fleshly priests could no longer remain in the temple—
representing the fact that we will ne longer be even under
the vail of flesh.

That the “great company” learn the song, is shown also
by Rev. xix., when they say, verses 1 and 2, “True and
righteous are His judgments, &e.” Then the enthroned com-
pany says: “Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that
hear Him, both small and great.” The answer shows that they
have reached the condition of complete harmony with God—
they can sing in harmony in every mote.—I heard, as it were,
the voice of a great multitude . . . saying, Alleluia; for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth, let us be glad and re-
joice and give hdnor to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb
is come.” (Verse 5-7.) They will realize that the “body” or
“bride” is complete, and that they ecan have no share in that
high calling, as the door to that position will then be closed;
yet they rejoice to see [as we do] God’s great loving plan as it
embraces the sin destroyed race, and they are filled with God’s
praise. Verse 9 contains a promise written specially for this
“great multitude,” viz.: “Write ‘Blessed are they which are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” It is then
too late for them to share the honors of the bride—the mar-
riage being over, but the supper, or feast of rejoicings is post-
poned until this “great company” shall have “washed their
robes and made them white”—coming through great tribula-
tion.” Rev. vii. 14.

Dearly beloved, if we believe these things, our works will
attest our faith. If you and I believe that the door to the
“high calling” ecloses in less than a year, should we not in-
creaso our efforts to bring all Christians into the light of pres-
ent truth—the knowledge of the bridegroom’s presence—that
they and we may be more fully separated from the world.

Does some one say: Ah, you make a test then of knowing
of the bridegroom’s presence! We reply, that we under-
stand the necessary conditions upon which any one may be-
come a part of the bride of Christ are first that he accept
of forgiveness of his sins and justification in God’s sight
as accomplished not by any works eof his own but by the
death of Christ Jesus our Lord—our ransom. Second, that
such become His followers—walking “in His footsteps” to the
crucifying of the fleshly will. These are the only conditions.
But we might not be able to discern who are of this com-
pany as we know not men’s hearts, but are especially in-
structed of the spirit through the word that He will lead all
who will follow, into any and all needed light on the way.
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And we are further told that in this time of His presence,
all whose hearts the Lord sees to be in a right condition will
come to a knowledge of His presence. Some of the virgins
[Christians] will be away seeking ou [light] in other di-
rections when He is present, and the wise are going “in with
Him,” (Matt. xxv.,) others, whom the Lord calls servants,
(but unfaithful, hence evtl,) will in the days of His presence
smite their fellow servants who are proclaiming the presence
as “meat in due season to the household” of faith. (Matt.
xxiv. 45-51.) “Saying, My Lord delayeth his coming”—these
servants shall have their portion in the time of trouble with
the hypocrites and doubtless constitute a part of the great
multitude referred to above.

But of those who will constitute part of the bride it is
said: “Ye hrethren are not in darkness that that day (the

ZION’'S WATCH TOWER

(7-8)

aay of the Loid) should come upon you as a thief. Ye are
all children of the hght; . .. Therefore let us not sleep as
do others.” (1 Thes. v. 4-6.) We cannot be too much awake
on this subject, and if we see fellow Christians whose lives
seem to mark them as ones who have taken Christ for their
leader and example, let us spare ourselves neither pain no:
trouble in calling to their attention these wonderful things
which have so refreshed and strengthened our hearts—the
center of all which is that the Bridegroom has come, and they
that are ready are gonig in to the marriage. (Mat. xxv. 10.)
If you cannot tell the story well tell it the best you can. To
him that made use of his talents more were given. You can at
least interest some and lend them reading matter. Be awake,
and keep active, lest you become drowsy with the lethargy
which pervades all around you.

THE LORD'S JEWELS

BY H. GRATTAN GUINNESS.

The Christian church as a witness for God in the world has
failed, like the Jewish nation, and become apostate. There is
a little flock, there is a true church, but its members are scat-
tered abroad and almost invisible in the great Babylon; they
are the seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal,
they are the called and chosen and faithful who follow the
Lamb, they are those who have turned to God from idols, to
serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven; they are those who have not the form only, but the
power of godliness, those who keep themselves unspotted from
the world, and over-come through faith. They are found in
every section of the professing church, and the Lord knoweth
those that are his—“They shall be mine, saith the Lord of
Hosts, in the day when I make up my jewels.”

But for the rest—for the vast professing body which bears
the name of Christ, it has not continued in the goodness of
God, it has turned his grace into licentiousness, its sentence is
gone forth, it must be “cut off.” The long-suffering of God
has been abundantly manifested, it is right that his holy se-
verity should be again revealed. The professing church has
long been unwoithy of the sacred name it bears, and of the
high and holy responsibility of being God’s witness on earth,
which belongs to it; it is time it should cease to hold the
position it has so fearfully forfeited. Instead of being the in-
strument of spreading the truth of the Gospel among men, it

is the worst hindrance to their attaining that knowledge of
God, and of Jesus Christ whom he has sent, in which life
eternal lies. Like the Pharisees of old it stands as the great
obatruction, neither entering itself into the kingdom, nor suf-
fering those who would, to enter in. The name of God is
blasphemed among the nations, by reason of the corruption of
the professing church; the light that should have been in it,
is become darkness, and great is that darkness! The church
is confounded with the world, and the true saints are strangers
in its society. It is no longer the pillar and ground of the
truth, it is the hotbed of heresy, false doctrine. and corrup-
tion of every kind, What contrast can be more complete, than
that between the church as Christ intended it to be, and the
church as it now exists in the world! An end must come to all
this! Not only does the Word of God predict it, not only does
our own sense of righteousness demand it, but the solemn
analogies of history distinctly intimate it. Let the undeniable
fact that past apostasies brought down the judgment they de-
served, fore-warn men what must be the end of the existing
apostasy of the professing people of God. Babylon must fall!
Great Babylon must come in remembrance before God, who
will give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his
wrath, for her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath
remembered her iniquities.

MR. OLIPHANT'S SCHEME FOR COLONIZING PALESTINE

The London 7Times says: The Rev. George Nugee gave a
lecture yesterday, May 13, at St. George’s Hall, on a proposal
for colonizing Palestine by Jews, and referred incidentally to
the existing establishment of a Jewish agricultural colony of
fifty-five inhabitants near Jaffa. After some statistics relating
to the modern Jews, who, he said, had shown themselves so
alive to the advantages of education that they numbered half
the university students, half the barristers, and more than
half the merchants of Vienna, the lecturer proceeded to develop
a plan which he said had met with the approval of many
Jews and had been communicated by Mr. Lawrence Oliphant
to the sultan, who received it favorably, for establishing a
Jewish colony on the east bank of the Jordan.

The plan was to purchase 1,500,000 acres, to introduce
European elements into the government, and to settle colonies
there, either of Jewish peasant farmers or of Jewish farmers
employing the labor of the indigenous fellah. The incursions
of the Arabs were a danger, but might be bought off. He had
sent a circular to Mr. Goschen, the new special envoy to Con-
stantinople, who had expressed a deep interest in the scheme.
The lecturer described the country which was to be settled
as exceedingly fertile, and identified it with the land allotted
to Reuben, Dan, and the half tribe of Manasseh.

AN international convention of Hebrews from all portions

of the world will be held at Paris, September 10, under the
auspices of the Alliance Israelite Universelle. Matters affect-
ing the interests of the whole Hebrew race will be discussed
Delegates have been appointed from ten countries, the Rev.
Myer S. Israel, the Rev. H. S. Jacob, Myer Stern, William
Seligman, and Simon Wolf being the delegates from the
United States. Among the subjects to be discussed are the
amelioration of the Hebrews in Palestine and the prumotion
of emigration to that country, the promotion of Hebrew litera-
ture and education, and the persecution of Hebrews in Rou-
mania and elsewhere.

JERUSALEM seems to be growing in favor as a place of resi-
dence for foreigners who find their native countries uncomfort-
able. The foreign Jewish population has, according to Consul
Moore, increased considerably of late years. That community
is now estimated at 15,000, including native Jews, against
10,000 in 1873. The desire to avoid compulsory military serv-
1ice now enforced in most European countries, and the right
of holding real property in Turkey, probably account for the
increased immigration. The German colony at Jerusalem now
numbers nearly 400 persons, that at Jaffa about 300. There
is a third German settlement at Califfa of about equal number
with the last mentioned. The settlers are mechanics, artificers,
carriers, and agriculturists, and are fairly prosperous.

THE NEW TRACTS

We have been somewhat disappointed with regard to the
tracts but hope to be able to send you samples of several
within a month. They will be free to all who agree to use
them wisely. We advise that ou make a list of all Christian

people whom you may have any hope of interesting, and send
them the tracts in rotation, as numbered, so that they will get
hold of the subjects in a connected manner. Make out your
lists at once.

SoME one has beautifully said: “You have noticed that
all evening shadows point to the East, where the dawn will
appear. So every shadow made by the descending sun of
earthly prosperity, points with sure prophecy to the better
hopes which are kindled by the glowing promises of God.”

AccustoM yourself to think vigorously. Mental capital,
like pecuniary, to be worth anything, must be well invested—
must be rightly adjusted and applied, and to this end. caieful.
deep and intense thought is necessary if great results aie
looked for.
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GOD THE DIRECTOR OF FORCES

JOSEPH COOK.

The Scotch philosopher Beattie once went into his garden
and drew in the soft earth the letters C. W. B. He sowed
these furrows with garden cresses, smoothed the earth and
went away. These were the initials of his little boy, who had
never been taught anything concerning God, although he had
learned to read. “Ten days later,” says Beattie, “the child
came running to me in amazement, and said, “My name has
grown 1 the garden.” ‘“Well, what if it has?” said the phil-
osopher. “That is nothing,” and turned away. But the child
took his father by the hand, led him to the garden plat, and
<aid, “What made these letters?” “I see very well,” the
father replied, “that the initials of your name have grown up
here in the garden. That is an accident;” and he turned
away again. The child followed him, took him by the hand,
brought him back to the spot, and said very earnestly, “Some
one must have planted the seeds to make the letters.” “Do
you really believe those letters cannot have been produced by
chance?”’ said the father. “I believe somebody planted them,”
said the son, who probably did not know what chance meant.
“Very well,” said the father; “look at your hands and your
feet; consider your eyes and all your members. Are they not
skillfully arranged? How did your hand get its shape?’ The
boy replied: “Somebody must have made my hands for me.”
“Who is that some one?” said the father. “I do not know,”
said the child. “Do you feel certain that somebody planted

those seeds, and sure that some one made your hands?”’ “Yes,”
said the boy, with great earnestness. And then the father com-
municated to the child the name of the great Being by whom
all things are made, and the boy never forgot the lesson, nor
the circumstances which led to it

Now I bring the materialist, or any one who doubts the
validity of the argument from design to prove the existence
of a God possessing intelligence, to this garden plat. I say,
“Will you explain for me the letters C. W. B.?” The mate-
rialist replies: “I will do so, and can do so very easily, for
the letters are explained by the powers in the seeds.” “Let us
hear your explanation in detail,” T reply. “Very well,” the
materialist goes on to say: “there is a garden cress making
the head of the letter C. Is not that garden cress accounted
for by the seed from which it grows?’ “Yes,” I say. And so
he goes on through the fifty garden cresses that make up the
letter. He accounts for each of the cresses, and then infers
that he has accounted for the letter. I stop him and say, that
to account for each one of those garden cresses, is not at all
to account for the arrangement of the cresses into the shape
of the C. Why did they not arrange themselves as a W, or a
B, in any form, or in no form at all? Here is the distinction
between the existence of the forces of matter and the direction
of those forces.

LOOKING UNTO JESUS

HEBREWS XI1I, 2.

It is one purpose, at least, of the Holy Ghost in this epistle,
to show that in all things Jesus has the preeminence. First,
He brings forward the angels, but only to set them aside in the
presence of Jesus; for unto which of the angels said God at
any time, “Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies
thy foot-stool?”’ (i. 13.) Second, He brings forward Moses,
but only to set him aside in the presence of Jesus; for “Moses
verily was faithful n all his house, as a servant, . . .. but
Christ as a son over his own house.” (iii. 5:6.) Third, He
brings forward Aaron, but only to set him aside in the presence
of Jesus; for the former was made after the law of a carnal
commandment, without an oath, not suffered to continue by
reason of death, and offered up sacrifice, first for his own sins;
while the latter was made after the power of an endless life,
with an oath, who ever liveth to make intercession for us, and
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners. (vii.)

Fourth, He brings forward Melchisedek, “first being by in-
terpretation king of righteousness, and after that also king of
Salem, which is king of peace,” but only to set him aside in
the presence of Jesus; for it is his highest glory to be a pass-
ing shadow, a momentary type, of the man of Calvary who

is the very center of God’s counsels. Fifth, He brings forward
the old and broken covenant of works, but only to set it aside
in the presence of Jesus, in whom is confirmed the new cove-
nant, the better covenant, established upon better promises, se-
curing beyond the possibility of failure the eternal salvation
of all His people. (viii.). Sixth, He brings forward the im-
posing ritual of the tabernacle service, but only to set it aside
in the presence of Jesus; for it could “never with those sacri-
fices which they offered year by year continually make the
comers thereunto perfect,” while of Jesus it is said, “By one
offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.”
(ix:x.) Seventh, He brings us at last into God’s gallery of
portraits, illustrating the power of faith, but only to set them
aside in the presence of Jesus, the Princely Leader and Com-
pleter of faith; who stands so far above angels, above Moses,
above Aaron, above Melchisedek, above the covenant at Sinai,
above the tabernacle of the wilderness, above the saints of
four thousand years, that we are told to look off and away
from all others and from self unto Jesus, and unto Jesus alone,
“looking unto Jesus.”—The Truth.

“BABYLON

D. W. McLaughlin in “Free Methodist” says: “The Baby-
lonish church has the outward body, or form of religion, but
not the inward spirit of vital piety; comsequently the Baby-
lonish church is spiritually dead.”

All fallen seets, from which the inward spirit of vital re-
ligion has departed (or is departing), bear upon their fore-
heads the likeness or semblance of the “mother of harlots,”
and of all abominations. It is admitted that the Papal church
is the first in the transgression, consequently the designation,
“mother of harlots,” applies only to her. Hence, the symbolic
deseription of the great harlot will apply to every apostate
sect that bears her likeness or semblance. Let us note care-
fully the marks of apostacy in the Babylonish church. She
is proud, haughty, high-minded, seeks worldly power and

THE GREAT”

greatness; says in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorrow. She is artificially and gaudily at-
tired, arrayed in gold and pearls. She is rich, lives deliciously,
and makes rich the merchants because of her costliness. She
despises and persecutes the true saints of God. She seeks
the friendship of the world, and is guilty of spiritual fornica-
tion. She fellowships the world, provides carnal entertain-
ments for them, invites them to Gods’ holy temple to engage
in festivals, lotteries, fairs, and carnal devices, thus making
of God’s house a den of thieves. These are the marks of apos-
tacy, and wherever they bear sway and predominate, be it in
“beast,” and the spirit of mystic Babylon; and the command
of God is, “Come out of her, my people,” &c. Rev. xviii. 4.

LET THEM

Coaxing the devil to support the Gospel is a modern devise.
The primitive church knew nothing of it. When Paul was
collecting funds to aid poor saints at Jerusalem, he used no
fairs, festivals, “mum sociables,” kissing games, or other
sacreligious snares, to accomplish his object. The Christians
paid their own bills, and did not expect Satan to pay for the
weapons which they used in warfare against him. When
the devil does support a church, he does so in his own interest.
He carries on his operations with full knowledge of the fact
that “a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.” For
every dollar paid out of his coffers to the church, he receives
full value. Church partnership with the evil one never benefits
the former, but always the latter stands on.

TUntold harm comes to the church by the use of even ques-
tionable measures to raise money for the support of God’s

(8)

GO DOWN

work. It creates the impression on the minds of the world
that the church is a kind of pauper, dependent for its existence
on the community, that it is a sort of genteel beggar, which it
is proper and fashionable to support; that it is an object of
charity, or even pity and contempt, which is grateful for the
tolerance of the people that let it live. The ungodly regard
such churches as engaged in seeking money rather than souls,
and exalting wealthy members more than poor saints. To
stand before the world in this light is humiliating and degrad-
ing beyond expression. Such churches ought to be cleansed or
closed, cured or killed.

Churches that are doing the Lord’s work, and are worth
supporting can be supported without the use of questionable
means. Others deserve no support. Let them go down.—
Banmer of Holiness.

[174]



